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African Daisy 
Dimorphotheca aurantiaca

• Flowers: Daisy like flowers 2”-4” 
across in brilliant shades of white, 
yellow, purple, pink and orange  
with iridescent centers

• Flower Period: Early Summer 
through Early Fall

• Foliage: 3”-4” long grey-green 
leaves with linear-shaped, toothed 
margins 

• Approx. Height: 12”-18”
• Approx. Width: 8”-14”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun in well drained soil
• Hardiness Zone: 3-10
• Water: Medium
• Attracts both bees and butterflies



American Basket Flower 
Centaurea americana

• Flowers: Lavender-pink filamentous 
flower heads with cream colored 
centers

• Flowering Period: May, June
• Foliage: Heart-shaped foliage runs 

from green to deep purple, trailing 
or climbing habit

• Approx. Height: 3’-4’
• Approx. Width: 5’-6’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Part 

shade 
• Hardiness Zones: 7-10
• Water: Medium
• Showy easily cultivated wildflower, 

fragrant flowers attract butterflies

http://www.wildflower.org/gallery/result.php?id_image=13441


Angel’s Trumpet 
Datura wrightii

• Flowers: White trumpets, often 
tinted purple at the margins

• Flowering Period: May-November
• Foliage: Broad and rounded at the 

base, tapering to a point, often 
with wavy margins 

• Approx. Height: 3’-4’
• Approx. Width: 4’-6’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun,  partial shade, well drained 
soils

• Hardiness Zones: 9-10
• Water: Medium
• Dramatic, fragrant night bloomer, 

Low to medium water demand, all 
parts poisonous, self-sows freely



Black Eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia subtomentosa

• Flowers: Bright-yellow ray flowers 
surround a center of dark disk 
flowers

• Flowering Period: July-September
• Foliage: Toothed, gray-green 

leaves are downy below
• Approx. Height: 3’-5’
• Approx. Width: 1’-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to part shade
• Hardiness Zones: 4-9
• Water: Low to Medium
• Flowers have a mild aroma of 

anise, low maintenance



Bluebell 
Eustoma exaltatum ssp. russellianum

• Flowers: Extremely showy flowers 
can be blue, purple, pink, white, or 
yellow, bell-shaped and upright 

• Flowering Period: June-Sept
• Foliage: Blue gray, waxy
• Approx. Height: 1’-3’
• Approx. Width: 1’-3’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun; moist, well-drained soil
• Hardiness Zones: 7-10
• Water: Low
• Large flowers have an intense hue 

and keep blooming when many 
other plants are looking crispy and 
brown in the summer 



Bluebonnet 
Lupinus texensis

• Flowers: Clusters of up to 50 
fragrant, blue, pea-like flowers 

• Flowering Period: March-May
• Foliage: Light-green, velvety, 

palmately compound leaves 
• Approx. Height: 1’-3’
• Approx. Width: 1’-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun, dry well-drained soil
• Hardiness Zones: 3-8
• Water: Medium
• Attracts butterflies



Butterfly Daisy 
Amblyolepis setigera

• Flowers: Large, yellow 1-2 “ across, 
center is dome-shaped, disk flowers 
are velvety 

• Flowering Period: March-June
• Foliage: Without petioles, upper 

ones have lobes at the base that 
extend almost around the stem, 
rough hairy branches

• Approx. Height: 6”-15”
• Approx. Width: 12”-15”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Part 

shade; well-drained soil
• Water: Low to Medium
• Strong scent, grows in thick stands 

along roads and on hillsides, 
forming an almost solid blanket of 
gold, attracts butterflies



Calliopsis 
Coreopsis tinctoria

• Flowers: Daisy-like flower heads 
with yellow rays surrounding a 
reddish-purple central disk 

• Flowering Period: April-June
• Foliage: Pinnately-compound 
• Approx. Height: 1’-4’
• Approx. Width: 1’-4’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full to 

partial sun; well-drained soil
• Hardiness Zones: 7-9
• Water: Low to Medium
• Easily grown, plants typically 

decline once the summer heats up



Cardoon Flower 
Cynara cardunculus

• Flowers: Large and dramatic showy  
4”-6” purple/ lavender flowers 

• Flower Period: Early Fall; early 
Summer; Fall; late Summer; Summer 

• Foliage: Long, arching, deeply 
toothed, soft gray-green foliage 

• Approx. Height: 3’-6’
• Approx. Width: 1’-3’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

Sun in well drained soil
• Hardiness Zone: 6-9
• Water: Low to Medium
• Mostly grown for its flowers as it 

attracts large populations of 
butterflies and other pollinators. 
Adds "architectural" elements in the 
perennial border 



Eryngo 
Eryngium leavenworthii

• Flowers: Minute, purple, and 
mingled with small, spiny bracts in 
an elongated, terminal, head-like 
cluster that resembles a pineapple 

• Flowering Period: July-Sept
• Foliage: Silver-gray, edged and 

tipped with stiff spines, tough, 
thorny

• Approx. Height: 3’
• Approx. Width: 1’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements:  Full 

sun to part shade; moist, well- 
drained soil

• Hardiness Zones: 5-9
• Water: Medium to High
• Easily established, drought tolerant



Firewheel 
Gaillardia pulchella

• Flowers: Rays are solid orange or 
yellow, disk flowers in the center 
are brownish red 

• Flowering Period: May-Aug
• Foliage: Green, slightly toothed, 

deeply, pinnately lobed
• Approx. Height: 1’-2’
• Approx. Width: 1’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to partial shade; well-drained 
soil

• Hardiness Zones: 5-10
• Water: Low
• Tolerate heat and dryness, attracts 

butterflies



Greenthread 
Thelesperma filifolium

• Flowers: Daisy-like reddish brown 
flowers with purplish brown disk 
florets 

• Flowering Period: April-June
• Foliage: Green medium-sized 

pinnate leaves made up of linear 
leaflets 

• Approx. Height: up to 3’
• Approx. Width: 2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements:  Full 

sun; well-drained soil
• Hardiness Zones: 9-11
• Water: Low
• Nice border plant, drought tolerant



Horsemint 
Monarda citriodora

• Flowers: Tuft-like, lavender to pink, 
whorled flower heads, 

• Flowering Period: May-July
• Foliage: Pairs of lance-shaped 

leaves 
• Approx. Height: 1’-3’
• Approx. Width: 1’-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to partial shade; well-drained 
soil

• Hardiness Zones: 4-9
• Water: Medium
• Citrus/lemony scent when leaves 

are rubbed or crushed, very easy 
to grow, forms large colonies, 
attracts bees and butterflies



Entireleaf Indian Paintbrush 
Castilleja indivisa

• Flowers: Inconspicuous flowers 
bloom within a dense cluster of 
beautiful leafy bracts that are 
brilliant shades of orange, red, or 
sometimes yellow

• Flowering Period: March-May
• Foliage: Long and stalkless
• Approx. Height: 12”-18”
• Approx. Width: 12”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun, well-drained
• Hardiness Zones: 6-8
• Water: Medium
• Attracts butterflies and 

hummingbirds



Small Palafox 
Palafoxia callosa

• Flowers: Brownish to reddish purple 
anthers stand out against lavender 
petals 

• Flowering Period: Aug-Nov
• Foliage: Linear leaf blades with 

glandular-based hairs 
• Approx. Height: 2’-3’
• Approx. Width: 1’-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun; dry gravelly, well-drained soil 
• Hardiness Zones: 5-9
• Water: Low-Medium
• Attracts butterflies, sticky hairy 

stems



Annual Phlox 
Phlox drummondii

• Flowers: bright rose-red, pink, or 
white flowers in tight clusters 
trumpet-shaped with a short, 
narrow tube 

• Flowering Period: March-June
• Foliage: Small green, soft, hairy, 

sticky
• Approx. Height: 2’
• Approx. Width: 1’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to partial shade; well-drained 
soil 

• Hardiness Zones: 3-10
• Water: Medium to High
• Reseeds easily, good for a low 

border, long lasting blooms, low 
maintenance



Tahoka Daisy 
Machaeranthera tanacetifolia

• Flowers: Bright purple, very narrow 
rays surrounding a yellow central 
disk 

• Flowering Period: May-Oct
• Foliage: Sharp-pointed, deeply cut 

leaves which appear fern-like 
• Approx. Height: 2.5’
• Approx. Width: 1’-1.5’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements:  Full 

sun; well-drained soil 
• Hardiness Zones: 5-9
• Water: Low-Medium
• Periodic watering will encourage 

blooms, very drought resistant



Dakota Mock Vervain 
Glandularia bipinnatifida var. bipinnatifida

• Flowers: ball-shaped flower heads 
are composed of tubular, five- 
lobed, purple flowers with dark 
centers 

• Flowering Period: Mar-Dec
• Foliage: dark green, deeply- 

veined, opposite, stiffly-haired 
• Approx. Height: 1’-1/2’
• Approx. Width: 1’-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to partial shade; well-drained 
soil

• Hardiness Zones: 5-8
• Water: Medium
• Plants are covered with long, 

whitish hairs, attracts birds and 
butterflies, short-lived but long 
bloom period
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